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Background

 Key Historical Perspective

– In Genesis, Israel was born as a nation in the 
call and promises of God to Abraham 
(Election of the nation).

– In Exodus, the nation was delivered out of 
bondage in Egypt, crossed the Red Sea, and 
was given God’s Holy Law (Redemption of the 
nation).

– In Leviticus, the nation was taught how to 
worship in view of God’s holiness 
(Sanctification of the nation).



Background

 Key Historical Perspective
– In Numbers, they were tested and numbered as a 

nation (Direction and Wandering of the nation).

– In Deuteronomy, the law was reviewed and 
reiterated and closed with the assurance that Israel 
would possess the land (Instruction of the nation).

– In Joshua, the nation crossed over Jordan and took 
possession of the land (Possession by the nation). 
If Moses is the symbol of deliverance, then Joshua 
is the symbol of victory. Joshua teaches us that 
faith “is the victory that overcomes the world” (1 
John 5:4).



Background

 Authorship and Date
– Traditional View:  Jewish tradition holds that 

Joshua, Eleazar, the priest and Phinehas, his son.

 Usage of “we” and “us” in 5:1,6

 Evidence of writing shortly, after some events were 
recorded in the book (6:25)

 Statements that Joshua did some of the writing (8:32 and 
24:26)

 Use of “he” in 15:13-17 and 24:29-31

– Critical View:  Scholars believe the book was not 
written until the end of the kings of Israel and the 
House of Judah of in Babylonian captivity. 

 The Deuteronomist wrote Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, I 
& II Samuel and I & II Kings were written in exile to 
demonstrate that Israel deserved the captivity (sin). 
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Joshua 20



 System of Government
– System of regional courts to deal with capital 

offenses having to do to manslaughter

– Removal of local jurisdiction, as a safeguard 
from miscarriage of justice and possible 
retribution by family members (vigilantism).

– Cities of refuge were chosen among the cities 
assigned to the Levites, where ideally the law 
of God would be especially known and 
honored.

Joshua 20



 System of Government
– “…from the avenger of blood.” – Also 

translated “close relative” (Ruth 3:9) or 
“Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). The closest relative 
obligation of ensuring justice (Leviticus 24:17; 
Numbers 35:16-18).

– “gate of the city” and “before the 
congregation” – Traditional location of trials, 
where the elders held court (Ruth 4:1). / The 
congregation’s function appears to be a 
witness of the fairness of judgment. 

Joshua 20



 System of Government
– “…sons of Israel and for the stranger” –

Evidence of the equal protection granted to the 
foreigners living in Israel (Leviticus 19:33-34; 
Deuteronomy 10:18-19)

– “…death of the one who is the high priest…” –
Speculated to be a possible foreshadow of an 
atoning effect or a kind of amnesty was 
achieved by the high priest’s death. 

Joshua 20



Three Cities of 
Refuge On Each

Side of the 
Jordan
River
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Joshua 22



 The Problem
– Israelite tribes hear of a large alter being built 

by the 2 ½ tribes by the Jordan River, as they 
were returning to their land.

– Israelite tribes experienced anxiety about 
apostasy and it led to a hasty conclusion. They 
thought it had been set up as a rival to the true 
alter at Shiloh.

– Israelites were ready to apply Deuteronomy 
13:12-15.
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 The Resolution
– Phinehas and a delegation of leaders asked 

questions and sought understanding.

– Love for brotherhood

– Focus is on God 

– Focus is on future generations

– Be obedient to God

– Willing to take a stand for what is right
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